REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

December 08, 2020
7:00 P.M.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on December 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Voice News, a newspaper published and of general circulation in the Village.  The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Tony Schuler presided and Village Clerk Janine Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Chairman Schuler directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted in the back of the room on the west wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Chairman Schuler, Paul Adams, Josh Hopkins, Bill Schmidt, and Denise Sinner.  Also in attendance was Village Attorney Adam Hoesing.
Chairman Schuler asked if there were any changes to the agenda. There were none.  Chairman Schuler asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were none.  No emergency items were presented for the agenda.
1.
Moved by Member Sinner, seconded by Board Member Schmidt, that the agenda be approved.

YEAS: Sinner, Hopkins, Schmidt, Schuler, and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None
2
Moved by Member Hopkins, and seconded by Member Schmidt, that the November 10, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes and the November 19, 2020 Public Hearing Minutes be approved.


YEAS: Schmidt, Schuler, Sinner, Adams and Hopkins, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

3.
Moved by Member Adams, seconded by Member Sinner, that the November 30, 2020 treasurer’s report be approved.


YEAS: Schuler, Sinner, Adams, Hopkins and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None

4.
No one was available from the Morrill Public Schools to give a report.
5.
An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows:


Pete Cawiezel reported that the Christmas Tree Lighting was held the previous evening and was well attended. Pete thanked VistaBeam for providing the individual wrapped s’mores.  Pete reported that the Christmas Lighting Contest is still going on and judging has not taken place yet.  William Schultz asked if the spare ambulance was loaned out to Valley Ambulance.  Chief Hinman responded that the ambulance is loaned out to Scotts Bluff County Mutual Aid Association.  Mr. Schultz asked who has the authority to loan out tax payer paid equipment.  Chairman Schuler responded that this is not an agenda item.  Mr. Schultz asked for this to be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 
6.
The next item on the agenda was the Reorganization of the Board of Trustees.   Chairman Schuler thanked outgoing Member Hopkins for his years of service.  Certification of ballots cast was read by Chairman Schuler.  Oath of Office was recited by elected Members Sinner, Adams and Hart.  Motion was made by Member Adams and seconded by Member Schmidt to keep Schuler as Chairman, Adams as Pro-Temp and leave the department heads the same with the exception of moving Member Hart to oversee Parks and Golf Course with the departure of Hopkins. 

YEAS: Adams and Schmidt, NAYS: Schuler, Sinner and Hart, ABSENT None.

  Motion failed.  Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Hart to elect Schuler as Chairperson.  


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to elect Hart as Chairperson Pro Temp. 


YEAS: Hart, Sinner, and Schuler, NAYS: Adams and Schmidt, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to designate department heads as follows:  Schuler over General Administration, Schmidt over Street & Alley, Water and Sewer, Adams over Electric, Sinner over Police, Pool and Library and Hart over Parks and Golf Course.


YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: Adams, ABSENT None.

Moved by Board Member Hart to designate Members Adams and Schuler as Water Board Representatives; Clerk Schmidt and Member Sinner to Communication Advisory Board and Member Schuler as PAWS Board Representative.

YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

7.
Next item on the agenda was Appointing Positions for 2021.  Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Schmidt to appoint Janine Schmidt as Village Clerk/Treasurer.

YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schuler to appoint Chris Lutz, Kim Lessert and Art Frerichs to the Tree Board.  


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to appoint Tina Lara, Tony Schuler and Chief Muller to the Health Board.


YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: Adams, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to appoint Simmons Olsen Law Firm as Village Attorney.


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart to appoint Tim Cleays as Village Water Superintendent.


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to appoint Jeff Wolfe as Village Street Superintendent.  


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.
Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by member Sinner appoint M.C. Schaff as Village Engineer.


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to appoint the Voice News and Village Newspaper. 


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

8.
Next item on the agenda was approval of Crystal Welsch and Victoria Conseco to the Volunteer Fire Department.  Motion was made by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner.

YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

9.
Next item on the agenda was a presentation from Rawnda Pierce from Twin Cities Development regarding the Village of Morrill partnering on a Rural Housing Workforce Grant and Funding.  The board will have a special meeting and add this to the agenda as there are deadlines for the grant submittal.   No action was taken.
10.
The next item for discussion was the purchase of body cameras and in car video along with body cameras for the Police Department.  Chief Muller presented quotes on just the body cameras of $5,463.00 or a bundled quote for in car cameras and body cameras, which we would have to purchase an extra body camera for a total of around $15,700.00.  $6,000.00 was put in the budget for body cameras. After discussion, it was moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to purchase both the body cameras and the in car video with the extra body camera.

YEAS: Sinner, Hart, Schmidt and Schuler, NAYS: Adams, ABSENT: None.
11.
Next item on the agenda was the approval of a Resolution for Brownfield Contract/Purchase Agreement with Morrill Public Schools.  After discussion a motion was made by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Adams to adopt the Resolution for Brownfield Contract and Purchase Agreement.  
YEAS: Adams and Schuler, NAYS: Sinner, Hart and Schmidt, ABSENT: None.  Motion Failed.
12.
Next item on the agenda was discussion on the job performance of the Police Chief as it relates to complaints by residents of Morrill.  Chairman Schuler reported that he and Clerk Schmidt met with three individuals regarding a complaint against Chief Muller.   Chairman Schuler reported that after listening to audio tapes and watching video surveillance regarding the incident and performing an investigation that it was determined that Chief Muller did perform the duties of his job and the investigation was closed.  No action was taken and no comment was made by other board members. 

13. 
The Village Board then then received written reports from departments.  Member Hart requested that Foreman Matt Edwards provide a written report to the board as well.
14.
The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Sinner to approve all claims as presented:

YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.
A&A Porta Potties - 270.00, 135.00, Action Communications, Inc. - 19.40, Paul  Adams - 1000.00, Amazon.Com Credit - 849.05, Ameritas Life Insurance Company - 149.30, Ava Wilson - 100.00, Big Mack HVAC - 150.13, Black Hills Energy - 31.33, Black Hills Energy - 168.23, Black Hills Energy - 1251.32, Border States Industries - 807.50, 257.62, 810.81, Century Business Products - 127.52, Centurylink Communications Inc - 61.85, Charter Communications - Library Acct - 79.98, Charter Communications - Village Office - 214.95, Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. - 119.98, Charter Communications – Golf Course - 134.71, Charter Communications - Police - 79.98, City of Gering - 288.75, 288.75, 288.75, 288.75, Colonial Life - 434.84, Culligan Water Conditioning - 77.50, DEMCO - 88.12, 438.92, DL Foods - 16.01, 355.71, Dearborn Life Insurance Company - 55.04, Denise Sinner - 1000.00, Edward Jones Trust - 80.00, Enviro Service, Inc. - 20.00, Findaway World LLC - 324.95, Fox Insurance Services - 446.25, Josh Hopkins - 1000.00, Horse Creek Tire - 91.98, 40.00, 165.79, Ideal Linen Supply - 78.60, 38.14, 33.58, Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions - 175.93, 79.99, Intralinks, Inc. - 315.00, Irby Company - 5127.30, LARM - 262.03, Masid Chevrolet Co. - 30309.80, 112.88, McNaughton - 966.00, Medova Healthcare - 15881.87, Mobius Communications Company - 35.00, MoneyWi$e Office Supply - 45.29, 42.00, Morrill American Legion - 150.00, Morrill Hardware - 400.54, Morrill Supply - 244.28, Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center - 92.00, 92.00, Nebraska Municipal Power Pool - 3469.00, 110.45, Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. - 373.00, One Call Concepts, Inc. - 28.09, RVW Inc - 320.00, Russell's Excavation & Construction - 250.00, SafetyLine Consultants, Inc - 171.50, Sandry Fire Supply - 8142.00, 265.00, Scotts Bluff County Building & Zoning - 34.00, Scotts Bluff County Treasurer - 110.70, Simmons Olsen Law Firm, P.C. - 1012.50, Simplot Grower Solutions - 1409.11, Star-Herald - 11.40, 353.60, T & R Electric Supply Co., Inc. - 465.00, Tony Schuler - 1800.00, Torrington Disposal Service - 9354.50, 743.84, 50.00, U-Save Mart – 853 75, Verizon Connect - 22.38, Verizon Wireless - 220.49, 133.92, Viaero Wireless - 172.76, Village of Morrill - 15.00, Village of Morrill Fire Dept- R & R - 7665.00, Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct - 200.00, Visa - 1051.33, Voice News - 184.09, WPCI - 50.00, 150.00, Western Nebraska Joint Water Board - 5588.00, 3627.00, William Schmidt - 1000.00, Work Force, Inc. - 10406.70, Total - 126905.11
15.
The next item on the agenda is to move the January Regular Board Meeting to January 12th due to the holidays.  Moved by Hart and seconded by Sinner to approve the rescheduling of the January meeting from January 5, 2021 to January 12, 2021.  


YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.
16.
The last item on the agenda was motion to adjourn by Board Member Adams and seconded by Member Schmidt. 

YEAS: Adams, Hart, Sinner, Schuler and Schmidt, NAYS: None, ABSENT None.

The meeting was then adjourned at 8:15 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ John A. Schuler

Janine K. Schmidt



John (Tony) A Schuler


Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
